How to make a Karaoke using Karafun

Well it isn't that easy but it isn't hard. With the karafun player, you can play many kinds of files, not only midi (midi is the tradition, no voice, kinda karaoke music). You can even insert an AVI file, a video.  But here I will talk about how to make a karaoke file using an mp3.

I would direct you to the help page for learning how to use both the Karafun player and the Karafun editor. Both are downloaded when you first get the player. Go to www.karafun.com and then go to their help page for instructions - http://www.karafun.com/help_en.html 


But I will give you my version of the idiots guide to making a karaoke. The dumbed down and quickest way. Also, one of the easiest ways to see how a karaoke file is made, is to open a file into the editor. Then click around and start seeing how things are done!

After opening the Karafun editor; It looks like this.....
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1) Hit the little book icon. This is the library. It looks like this.....



Click ADD and then upload your mp3 file into the library. Also, if you have a picture / photo to use, upload it now. 

2) Close and click the little speaker (beside the books). This gives you two options. To load the song as embedded with the file (so you can travel with it) or just to link to the song. Chose the first option, Source in the Library. It looks like this....
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3) Close and look at the bottom rows. One row is for the background image. Click anywhere on it. Then go to the right side and you will see it says Image > none. Click the arrow and load you image / picture that is in the library. 
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4) Go to the bottom rows again, click anywhere it says vertical text. Double click again. A box will open up. This is where you put the lyrics. Copy the lyrics after searching with google and paste here. Then, make sure that the line length isn't more than about 8-9 syllables, 5/6 words. It depends how fast the song is, but don't worry about that right now. This is how it looks and opens,
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5). Close and then look at the top of the editor. You will see a red button. This begins the cueing of words with music process. Also , if you are playing a fast song, click transport and chose a slower recording speed. Next, start the song and using the space bar, drop the words into the text area, as you hear them sung. Don't worry if it isn't perfect! Afterwards , you can recue them, with precision! Drop the words by hitting the space bar when you hear them....they will drop along the horizontal bar...
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6) Finally, bring the song back to start and play it. You will see the words appear on the little screen and then light up as they are sung. Use the display editor functions on the right to change font, entry, exit, colours etc......This is what you will see...
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7) Save the file - or play in the player to see how it is, with a large look. The player has 3 parts The main controls...
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The library where you click to play your files
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The controls where you can alter the speed (good for if the song is a little too fast for students) and also eliminate the voice in the track (only works for some songs....)
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You can also format the text and how the text enters, leaves the screen. You can add effects and many other things. Look at the editing options and play with them.
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Some tricks I recommend -- use pictures with a larger kb size. They will look much better than smaller kb sized pics...

-- chose songs with a lot of repetition. If you want to create a CLOZE file, so students can listen for the lyrics. Use ------ to replace each letter of the original word. This way, the cueing won't be thrown off.

-- Learn the other items of the player. Sometimes playing the song with the tempo down (slows the song) really helps the students understand and sing the song. Or sometimes play it fast so that it is like Alvin the Chipmunks and challenge students to keep up!!!

Lots more I could relate but this is the basics. 

If you do make a cool karaoke song -- SHARE IT!
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